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Thank you for your letter of 19 June 2017 seeking further information from the Scottish 
Government in relation to the above petition, which was recently considered by the Public 
Petitions Committee. 
 
The Student Awards Agency Scotland (SAAS) provides eligible full-time and part-time 
postgraduate students studying ‘taught’ postgraduate diploma and masters courses, with a 
tuition fee loan of £5,500 towards the cost of their tuition fees.  Full-time students can also 
access a living-cost loan of £4,500. These loans are provided under the Education (Student 
Loans) (Scotland) Regulations 2007. 
 
To claim tuition fee and living-cost support from SAAS under the 2007 Regulations, students 
must be ordinarily resident in Scotland on the first day of the first academic year of their 
course (1st August for autumn start courses).  Residency primarily for education is not 
regarded as ordinary residence. 
 
Under the ‘end on’ rule UK-domiciled students undertaking a postgraduate course in 
Scotland directly after undertaking an undergraduate degree, are not eligible for support from 
SAAS (see regulation 2(2) of the 2007 Regulations) which states: 
 
For the purposes of these Regulations a person who is resident in Scotland, England, 
Northern Ireland, Wales, or the Islands as a result of having moved from another of those 
areas for the purpose of undertaking-  
 
           (a) that person’s present course; or 
 
           (b) a previous designated course which (disregarding any intervening vacation)  

that person was undertaking immediately before commencing that person’s present    
course, shall be considered to be ordinarily residency in the place from which that 
person  moved. 

 
Similar rules apply in England and students who are funded by Student Finance England for 
their undergraduate degree and go on to undertake a postgraduate course immediately after 
should remain eligible for support, on residency grounds from SFE whether studying in 
Scotland or England.   
 
The reverse also applies, if a Scottish-domiciled student was studying in England and was 
funded by SAAS at undergraduate level, they would remain the responsibility of SAAS if they 
went on to study a postgraduate ‘end-on’ to their undergraduate degree.  If their course was 
not one that SAAS funded they would not be eligible to apply to SFE instead.   
 
In the case of this particular student our understanding is that the student is eligible for 
support from Student Finance England on residency grounds, however, under the terms of 
SFE's postgraduate loan scheme, which provides eligible students with a loan of up £10,280, 
the particular course that she wishes to undertake is not eligible for funding.  The SFE 
postgraduate loan scheme only funds postgraduate ‘taught’ and ‘research’ masters level 
courses not diploma qualifications, which sit at a lower level.  Were this student to seek 
funding for a different postgraduate course, at masters level she would be entitled to apply to 
SFE for funding. 
 



  

 

The Scottish Government is satisfied that our legislation is compliant with EU law. While we 
are obliged, as a matter of EU law, to extend support to EU nationals fulfilling certain 
conditions, who are studying on eligible postgraduate courses in Scotland, this obligation 
does not extend to UK nationals in a domestic context. Likewise SFE are obliged to provide 
loan support to EU nationals undertaking eligible postgraduate courses in England. 
 
Both Scotland and England have clear, but different, policies which enable them to continue 
to provide support for students who undertake a postgraduate course end on to their 
undergraduate course, regardless of where in the UK they are studying in. 
 
However, neither the Scottish nor the English postgraduate scheme provide funding for all 
postgraduate level courses, and as well as satisfying residency requirements, the course 
that the student chooses to undertake must be one that is designated for support under the 
respective schemes.  For Scottish domiciled students, SAAS will fund postgraduate study in 
England, only where the course is not available in Scotland. 
 
Given that the petitioner would likely be eligible for funding from SFE if she chose to 
undertake a postgraduate masters level course in Scotland we believe that this is a matter of 
course eligibility rather than residency.  Therefore, we are of the opinion that in this case it 
would be more appropriate for the petitioner to engage with Student Finance England 
regarding the possibility of them extending their loan scheme to include postgraduate 
diploma level courses, rather than seek for the Scottish Government to alter its residency 
rules to include students, who are already eligible for funding from Student Finance England, 
providing they undertake an eligible course.   
 
Aside from the funding provided by SAAS there are other potential sources of funding 
available, for example a Professional Career Development Loan (PCDL).  A PCDL is a 
deferred payment bank loan to help pay for vocational training, leading to employment in the 
UK or the EU.  The course must be vocational and can be full-time, part-time or distance 
learning.  Loans are usually offered at a reduced interest rate and the government pays 
interest while the students are studying and for a month after they leave.  There are also 
various educational trusts and endowments that students can apply to. 
 
In conclusion, after carefully consideration of the arguments put forth by the petitioner, while 
we understand her concerns, we believe that the current policies in place across the UK 
work well for the vast majority of students and we do not support the changes she suggests. 
 
 


